
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES11408 September 11, 2007 
cancer is considered the deadliest can-
cer, of which 75 percent of patients di-
agnosed with this disease die within 
the first year and most within the first 
3 to 6 months. Early detection tools, 
such as those that currently are avail-
able for ovarian, colon, breast and 
prostate cancer, would make a signifi-
cant impact on pancreatic cancer, but 
those tools require a new investment in 
basic scientific research at the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, NCI. 

I support biomedical research and the 
great promise it holds in the develop-
ment of new treatments and possible 
cures for the many types of cancer, in-
cluding pancreatic cancer. Past invest-
ments at the NCI have helped drive 
new discoveries that led to the decline 
in overall cancer deaths in the U.S. for 
the second consecutive year. Now is 
the time to expand our efforts in the 
fight against pancreatic cancer, but 
that will be impossible unless we find a 
way to secure more funding for the 
NCI. 

The Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Network is a national organization 
that is working to comprehensively ad-
dress the problem of pancreatic cancer 
by providing patient support, advanc-
ing research, and creating hope. I sup-
port their efforts to raise awareness of 
this disease and believe that it is im-
portant that we recognize November as 
National Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month. 

I ask my colleagues support this res-
olution, which will help increase re-
search, education and awareness for 
pancreatic cancer. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

UNITED STATES NORTHERN 
COMMAND 

∑ Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, today I 
commemorate the fifth anniversary of 
U.S. Northern Command, located in 
Colorado Springs, CO. I take enormous 
pride in seeing the Colorado flag fly 
alongside the flags of the United States 
and Canada. 

Officially, USNORTHCOM was estab-
lished on October 1, 2002. However, it 
was the terrible events of September 
11, 2001, that made the country realize 
its need for increased homeland de-
fense. Within 13 months of 9/11, 
USNORTHCOM stood up as the com-
batant command charged with defend-
ing the homeland and providing mili-
tary assistance to civil authorities. 

Five years later, USNORTHCOM is 
proudly executing its missions of 
Homeland Defense and civil support op-
erations to defend, protect, and secure 
the United States and its interests. 

Since 9/11, our Nation has been en-
gaged in a fight against terrorism on 
multiple fronts, including our home-
land. As USNORTHCOM enters its fifth 
year, they are fully mission capable, 
prepared and ready to respond to the 
broad spectrum of homeland defense 
challenges that exist in today’s dy-

namic security environment. 
USNORTHCOM is actively deterring 
threats from crossing our borders by 
closely working with other combatant 
commands, intelligence agencies and 
interagency partners to detect and de-
feat threats before they arrive in our 
homeland. 

When it comes to rendering assist-
ance to civil authorities, U.S. Northern 
Command is prepared to help. By an-
ticipating threats, ranging from nat-
ural disasters to man-made, the com-
mand provides Department of Defense 
capabilities in a timely and coordi-
nated fashion. Facilitated by Defense 
coordinating officers attached to every 
FEMA region, USNORTHCOM works 
side by side with its interagency part-
ners to support the States and their 
emergency response teams when re-
quested. 

In its 5 short years of existence, 
USNORTHCOM has effectively re-
sponded to several catastrophes. They 
have been absolutely essential to sav-
ing lives while mitigating the suffering 
and losses experienced. 

USNORTHCOM understands the 
multi-agency approach to defending 
our homeland and providing support to 
civil authorities. Therefore, it places a 
high priority on building and strength-
ening relationships with the States, 
territories, other government and non-
government agencies, as well as 
partnering with our border nations, 
Canada and Mexico. 

USNORTHCOM is also actively en-
gaged with the National Guard, and 
serves as the combatant command ad-
vocate to provide the Guard with the 
tools and resources necessary to ac-
complish their mission. A committed, 
lasting partnership between U.S. 
Northern Command and the National 
Guard will strengthen our national de-
fense and defy those attempting to sab-
otage our way of life. 

Let me also recognize the unsung he-
roes of this command, the men and 
women of U.S. Northern Command. 
They are synonymous with homeland 
defense; they are a total force team of 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines and 
Coast Guardsmen from the active and 
Reserve Components of our military. 
The men and women of USNORTHCOM 
clearly understand the importance of 
their mission and carry out their re-
sponsibilities with a sense of urgency. 
Their pride in contributing to the de-
fense of our great Nation is evident in 
every aspect of their operations. 

To the men and women of U.S. 
Northern Command, I stand today to 
say: Thank you for your dedication and 
service to the United States of Amer-
ica. On the occasion of your fifth anni-
versary, I congratulate you for a job 
well done.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING DR. DAVID L. 
CHICOINE 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the momentous occasion of 
the inauguration of Dr. David L. 

Chicoine as the 19th president of South 
Dakota State University. 

South Dakota State University has a 
rich history of strong leadership dating 
back to the commitment of President 
George Lilley, who advanced $500 of his 
own salary to finish three rooms in the 
first building on campus. President 
Chicoine joins Dr. Berg and Dr. Wagner 
to become only the third Jackrabbit to 
serve in this role. 

The stage where Dr. Chicoine’s inau-
guration will take place is evidence of 
SDSU’s strong national presence, as 80 
years ago this week Sylvan Theatre 
and the Lincoln Memorial Library were 
dedicated by President Calvin Coo-
lidge. The pioneering research com-
pleted at SDSU is impacting lives 
around the world whether it be through 
improved agricultural practices, the 
ethanol in our gas tanks, the micro-
waves that make our dinner, or the 
scoreboard at our favorite athletic 
event. 

It is said that students come from 
the Sioux and Missouri, the Cheyenne 
and the Jim, and the Black Hills to 
study at SDSU. Students still come to 
Brookings from those places, but they 
also come from points around the globe 
and with knowledge and diploma in 
hand they impact communities in 
Brookings, in South Dakota, in neigh-
boring states, and truly around the 
world. It is said that ‘‘You Can Go Any-
where from Here,’’ and we celebrate 
that, in this case, one student has 
made the trip full circle. 

Congratulations and best wishes to 
President Chicoine on a long and suc-
cessful tenure at SDSU, and Go Jacks!∑ 
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HONORING PAUL TAVARES 
∑ Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, 
today I wish to pay tribute to a great 
Rhode Islander: my good friend, Paul 
Tavares. 

This weekend, Paul will be honored 
by the Portuguese American Citizens 
Committee as its Person of the Year, 
and the PACC simply could not have 
made a better choice. This organiza-
tion has contributed so much to the 
Portuguese community, and to our 
Ocean State, through its civic, chari-
table and political work. It is fitting 
that this weekend, the PACC will 
honor someone who has done the same. 
Paul’s character, integrity, and hon-
esty have set an example, not only in 
his work in public service, but through-
out his life. 

I have known Paul, and have been 
honored to call him my friend, since we 
both ran for statewide office in 1998: he 
for general treasurer, and I for attor-
ney general. His motto during that 
election was simple one: ‘‘No tricks, no 
gimmicks, just a Treasurer who’ll do 
what’s right.’’ We both fought hard 
battles and we both emerged vic-
torious. And immediately after being 
sworn in, we began a close and very 
productive relationship that helped 
each of our offices work more effi-
ciently. It has been a lasting and a val-
ued friendship. 
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